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To:

Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of the Russian
Federation
4 April 2019

Eutrophication crisis of Lake Baikal

To Whom it May concern,

With this letter, | am raising my deep concerns about the increasing eutrophication of the oldest
and most biodiverse lake in the World. As evolutionary biologist, | have been working on the
biodiversity and limnological evolution of ancient lakes for more than 20 years. In my
professional opinion, even slight changes in the nutrient balance of these highly sensitive
ecosystems could have dramatic effects on the resistance of endemic species, the functionality
of food webs, and the rate of species invasion.

Moreover, even small changes may add up and drive the system over a tipping point, resulting
in catastrophic regime shifts.

| therefore urge the Russian Government to make all possible efforts to protect this jewel of

mankind and to oppose any regulation that would weaken the protection state of Lake Baikal.

Sincerely Yours,

Prof. Dr. Thomas Wilke

Vice Dean, Faculty of Biology and Chemistry, Justus Liebig University Giessen
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Kypa:
MVHUCTEPCTBO NPUPOLHLIX PECYPCOB M 3KONOrMn
Poccunckon ®epepauum
4 anpens 2019.

KpusuncHasa arpocdukaumusa osepa bankan

K cBegeHuo 3anHTEpPeCcoBaHHbIX NuL,

HacTtoswum nucbMoM s Bbipaxato rinybokyto 06ecnokoeHHOCTb OTHOCUTENBHO BO3pacTatoLLen
3BTpPOdMKaLMM ApEBHENLLIErO 03epa B Mupe, obnagatoLero cambiM 6oratbim
onopasHoobpasueM. B kauyecTBe cneumanucta B 006nactu 3BOSIOLUMOHHON Gronornm g nsy4yato
BropasHoobpasune 1 NMMMHOMOIMYECKYHO 3BONIOLMIO ApeBHUX 03€p 6onee 20 neT. No moemy
nNpodeCcCUoHansHOMY MHEHMIO, AaXe He3HaYuTeNbHblIe U3MEeHeHNs B 6anaHce BUOreHHbIX
BELLECTB 3TUX BbICOKOYYBCTBUTENbHbIX 3KOCUCTEM MOXET OKa3aTb CyLLEeCTBEHHOE BIMSAHUE Ha
YCTONYMBOCTb IHAEMUYHbIX BUAOB, PYHKLUNOHANBHOCTD NULLLEBOM LIENU U CKOPOCTb BCENEHMUS
BMAOB.

Bonee TOro, gaxxe HebonbLME N3MEHEHUS MOTYT NPUBECTU K NEPENIOMHOMY MOMEHTY AN
CUCTEMbI, KOTOPbI€ BbI3OBYT KaTacTpomyeckme n3MeHeHUs pexxmma.

Mo aTon NnpuyMHe 51 HacTosATENbHO NpuabiBato NpaBuTtenscTBo Poccunckon egepaumm
NPUNOXNTb BCE BO3MOXHbIE YCUNNA ANSA OXpaHbl 3TOro obLieyenoBe4eckoro CoKpoBuLLa u
BbICTYNMWUTb NPOTUB NOOOro perynupoBaHus, ocnapuBatoLLEero oOXpaHsieMblin ctaTyc o3epa

Bawkan.

C yBaxeHuem,

Mpodbeccop Tomac Bunbke

3amecTuTenb aekaHa akynbTeTa buonornm n xummm MceHckoro yHneepcuteta umenn Koctyca
Jlnbuxa
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